






Special Keynote Presentation: Tadao Ando
The Forum closed with a Special Keynote 
Presentation by world-famous architect 
Tadao Ando, who emphasised the link between 
art, architecture and resilience and its impact 
on communities, and the role each member 
of a community can play in increasing social 
resilience, stressing the importance of 
education. The Hyogo Prefectural Museum 
of Art was designed by Tadao Ando after the 
Great Hanshin Earthquake of 1995 as a symbol 
of memorial and overcoming tragedy, as well 
as one of beauty, looking to the future. The 
Director of the Hyogo Prefectural Museum of 

Art, Yutaka Mino, a renowned museum director and curator, moderated the session.

The Kansai Resilience Forum provided a 
platform for re-examining resilience from 
interdisciplinary perspectives and paradigms, 
from the abstract concept to the concrete, 
with contributions from thought leaders in 
business, academia and government. The 
discussions were wide-ranging, in-depth 
and thought-provoking. Participants echoed 
the views from different perspectives that 
Japan is always working to improve, leads 
the world in disaster risk management and 
response. They also pointed out that Japan 
can share its experiences and expertise with 
the world, through its continued engagement 

in business and development, and in such forums as these.

We thank all of those who took part in the Kansai Resilience Forum 2019, and would like to express 
our gratitude to Osaka University, Kobe University, and the Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art.

For more information please visit: kansai-resilience-forum.jp

Photography by Thaddeus Pope, IAFOR.
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More than ever, solutions to the transnational challenges, from climate change, sustainability to 
refugee crises, are in need of radically new approaches that depart from the present institutional 
limitations of global governance. Interdisciplinary and cross-sector collaboration, between 
science/technology and the humanities or public and private sectors, in search of new values and 
models of how we conduct businesses, produce food or even live, are recognised widely as the 
way forward, as has been demonstrated in the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG) that usefully combines the achievements of the Millennium Development Goals (public) and 
Global Compact (private sector).

Moreover, as the world confronts the limits of Western concepts of innovation and the value that 
these bring, other unique, sustainable and inclusive models of innovation may have important and 
globally applicable lessons that could guide the future of innovation and value creation initiatives 
around the world. Even though global connectivity has been greatly enhanced, there are local or 
regional pockets of ecosystems with demonstrated capacities to survive over centuries, and yet 
these are hardly recognised or properly integrated into the theoretical underpinnings that inform 
international practices and policies.

As a way to take part in this global endeavour to renovate the current international system and 
create new values, the IAFOR Research Centre is proud to announce the Innovation and Value 
Initiative that will start as a three nodes project in the following areas: Value and International 
Economy, Value and International Politics and Value and Social Innovation.

About the Initiative
The purpose of the Innovation and Value Initiative is to explore the drivers, processes and outcomes 
of innovation and value creation across countries, markets, industries and sectors and identify the 
drivers that foster the most healthy innovation and value-creating ecosystems across (1) heritage 
businesses, (2) multinational companies, (3) entrepreneurial startups, (4) educational institutions, 
(5) governments, (6) NGOs and NPOs. This initiative will also foster mature conversation between 
leaders across these fields and industries, and will address the questions of “what is innovation?”, 
“what is value?” “what are innovation ecosystems?” and what we mean by these terms in context.

The initiative will be comprised of the following elements: research, education, dissemination 
(working papers, workshops and conferences), and initiate collaborative implementation projects 
with businesses, local, regional or international NPOs and/or international organisations (for 
example, the humanitarian use of blockchain technology). The three nodes, “Value and International 
Economy”, “Value and International Politics”, and “Value and Social Innovation” will have each have 
its independent research component, but the researchers will also work closely to share findings, 
team teach for classes at OSIPP, integrate their works at implementation level or producing policy 
recommendations where possible and practicable, and plan new collaborative projects.

Lead Researchers
• Haruko Satoh – Professor, OSIPP, Osaka University, Japan
• Philip Sugai – Professor, Doshisha University, Graduate School of Business, Japan
• Toshiya Hoshino – Ambassador and Deputy Permanent Representative of Japan to the United 

Nations

Innovation and Value Initiative
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Value and International Economy
Lead Researcher

• Philip Sugai – Professor, Doshisha University, Graduate School of Business, Japan

Associated Researcher(s)

• John Beck – President, North Star Leadership Group

Value and International Politics
Lead Researcher

• Haruko Satoh – Professor, OSIPP, Osaka University, Japan

Associated Researchers

• Toshiya Hoshino – Ambassador and Deputy Permanent Representative of Japan to the United 
Nations

• Peng-Er Lam – Senior Research Fellow, East Asian Institute, National University of Singapore, 
Singapore

Value and Social Innovation

Lead Researcher

• Toshiya Hoshino – Ambassador and Deputy Permanent Representative of Japan to the United 
Nations

For more information please visit: www.iafor.org/innovation-and-value-initiative/

Project Nodes and Teams
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IAFOR collaborated with the United Nations in the hosting of a special session at the Third Annual 
Multi-stakeholder Forum on Science, Technology and Innovation for the Sustainable Development 
Goals (STI Forum 2018) at the United Nations Headquarters in New York on June 6, 2018.

Dr Joseph Haldane, Chairman and CEO of IAFOR, co-moderated the Official Meeting, a roundtable 
session on Innovators and Investors, and focussed on questions at the intersection of innovation 
and value, including “Impact investing”; investments made into companies, organisations, and 
funds with the intention to generate social and environmental impact alongside a financial return. 
The chair of the meeting was Japanese Ambassador to the United Nations, His Excellency Dr 
Toshiya Hoshino.

Dr Haldane said: “For IAFOR, impact investing is a particular area of interest in regards to the 
funding of research in higher education, and dovetails with the work we will be doing within the 
IAFOR Research Centre at the Osaka School of International Public Policy (OSIPP) at Osaka 
University, as part of our new Innovation and Value Initiative, and also with The IAFOR Global 
Innovation & Value Summit 2018 (GIVS2018) to be held in Tokyo later this year.” He added that “it 
is a great recognition of IAFOR to have been invited to collaborate, and we are honoured to have 
been asked to work with the United Nations at this important event, and look forward to working 
with the UN and other stakeholders in the support of Science, Technology and Innovation for the 
Sustainable Development Goals (STI-SDG).”

Dr Haldane, who teaches on the postgraduate Global Governance course at OSIPP, and is an Expert 
Member of the World Economic Forum in this area, was also keen to raise the issue of governance 
and policy implications of the uses of blockchain technology. In his introduction to the panel, he 
suggested that the use of blockchain, given its verifiability and the transparency of transactions 
might have a positive effect on systems of governance. This might be especially important at a 
time when the rules-based international system, exemplified by institutions such as the United 
Nations, are being challenged.

Image | Dr Joseph Haldane, Chairman and CEO of IAFOR, co-moderates a roundtable session on Innovators and Investors at the United 
Nations Headquarters in New York.
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Introducing the 
IAFOR Research Centre 
at Osaka University, Japan

The IAFOR Research Centre (IRC) is a politically independent, international and 
interdisciplinary think tank based at the Osaka School of International Public Policy 
(OSIPP), at Japan’s Osaka University, that conducts and facilitates international and 
interdisciplinary research projects. The main focus is to encourage mutual international 
and intercultural understanding and cooperation in line with IAFOR’s mission 
of encouraging interdisciplinary discussion, facilitating heightened intercultural 
awareness, promoting international exchange, and generating and sharing new 
knowledge.

The IRC helps to nurture and capacity build by encouraging students to take part in 
international conferences and research projects, in line with the Osaka University’s 
Global 30 commitments from Japan’s Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science 
and Technology (MEXT).

For more information about the IAFOR Research Centre visit: 
www.osipp.osaka-u.ac.jp/iaforresearchcentre/

THE IAFOR RESEARCH CENTRE
OSAKA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC POLICY
OSAKA UNIVERSITY

大阪大学大学院国際公共政策研究科OSIPP
IAFOR研究センター






